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2.1.Introduction 

 

The Union Territory of Pondicherry (U.T.) comprises of four discontiguous 

regions enclaved in three southern States of India, namely Pondicherry and 

Karaikal regions enclaved in Tamilnadu, Yanam region enclaved in Andhra 

Pradesh and Mahe region enclaved in Kerala (Maps 2.1 to 2.5). Pondicherry is the 

capital. The U. T. being an erstwhile French territory represents a unique blend of 

Indian and French cultures.  

 

The Union Territory consists of two districts namely, Pondicherry and 

Karaikal consisting of 264 census villages, 129 revenue villages, 6 taluks (4 in 

Pondicherry, 2 in Karaikal) and 2 sub-taluks (Mahe & Yanam). For the purpose of 

development administration the territory is divided into six blocks namely (i) 

Ariankuppam block (ii) Oulgaret block (iii) Villianur block (iv) Kariakal block (v) 

Mahe block and (vi) Yanam block. The Municipal administration comprises of 5 

municipalities namely Pondicherry, Oulgaret, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam and 10 

Commune Panchayats, namely (i) Villianur (ii) Mannadipet (iii) Ariankuppam (iv) 

Bahour (v) Nettapakkam (vi) Thirunallar (vii) Neravy (viii) Nedungadu (ix) 

Kottucherry and (x) T.R. Pattinam. 

 

As per 2001 census, the population of the U.T. is 9,74,345 which is about 

0.09% of India’s total population. 

 

With a geographical area of just 480 sq. km., the U.T. accounts for 

0.000154 % of that of India. The population density is 2029, one of the highest in 

India.  The sex ratio is 1001. 

 



Geographically, Pondicherry, Karaikal and Yanam regions are more or less 

flat.  The terrain of Mahe is little undulating.  

 

Two small rivers namely, Sankarabarani and Penniar pass through 

Pondicherry region. In Karaikal Arasalar and Thirumalairayan rivers are the main 

ones. Distributaries of Cauvery River also pass through Karaikal. In Yanam 

Gouthami (a tributary of Godavari) is the main river. In Mahe a small river by 

name Mahe passes through.  

 

Though the U.T. is very small, it has made rapid strides in industrial 

development in view of the industrial friendly policies of the successive 

Governments. 

 

The U.T. could achieve a fairly decent industrial growth despite the lack of 

natural resource base.  Tax sops, easy availability of power, good infrastructure 

and connectivity and ready availability of skilled manpower contributed for this. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Map:2.1 Pondicherry Union Territory-Location 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Map 2.2 Pondicherry region – Commune wise 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map: 2.3 Karaikal region – Commune wise           



 

 

 

Map: 2.4  Mahe Region 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map: 2.5  Yanam Region 



The details of area, location, populations are given in the Tables below: 
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Region 

 
Latitude 

 
Longitude 

 
Area 

(sq. kms) 
 

 
Location 

 
Borders 

P
on

di
ch

er
ry

 

 
11°45’  
and 
12°0’  N 

 
79°37’  
and 
79°50’  E 

 
290 

 
East Coast. 
160 kms south 
of Chennai 

 
East:   
 Bay of Bengal. 
 
West and Nor th:     
Villupuram Dist. of 
Tamil Nadu. 
 
South:   
Cuddalore Dist. of 
Tamil Nadu. 
 

K
ar

ai
ka

l 

 
10°49’  
and 
11°01’  N 

 
79°43’  
and 
79°52’  E  

161 

 
East Coast. 
160 kms south 
of Pondicherry 

 
East:        
Bay of Bengal. 
 
West, Nor th and 
South: 
Nagapattinam Dist. 
of Tamil Nadu. 
 

Y
an

am
 

 
16°42’  
and 
16°46’  N 

 
82°11’  
and 
82°19’  E 

 
20 

 
East Coast. 
840 kms from 
Pondicherry 
 

 
East:  
Godavari district of 
Andhra Pradesh on 
all sides. 
 

M
ah

e 

 
11°42’  
and 
11°43’  N 

 
75°31’  
and 
75°33’  E 

 
9 

 
West Coast 
 650 kms from 
Pondicherry 
 

 
West: Arabian Sea. 

 
Total 

   
480 

 

  

Table 2.1 Area and Location 
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�
� � � � � � � � � � Note: The demographic figures are as per 2001 Census.  

Source: Directorate of Census Operations. 
 

The U.T. has a coastline of 43 kms. stretching along the Bay of Bengal and 

to some extent along the Arabian Sea. Pondicherry region alone has 32 kms of 

coastline. The U.T. also has 675 sq. kms. of inshore waters. 

2.2Meteorological features: 

2.2.1 Rainfall: 
 
The average rainfall is 1200 mm in Pondicherry, Karaikal and Yanam 

regions. In Mahe region it is around 3300 mm. Sometimes Karaikal experiences 

drought conditions with the annual rainfall less than 75% of the normal.   

Pondicherry and Karaikal regions get most of the rainfall (nearly 70 %) from the 

North-East monsoon during October to December. Yanam gets rainfall from both 

the North-East and South-West monsoons. Mahe region gets most of the rainfall 

(80%) from the South-West monsoon.(June to August) 

 
Table 2.3 Monthly total Rainfall (mm) in Pondicherry region 

 
Year JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC Ave 
1999 6.5 0.6 0.0 53.0 13.7 61.3 72.6 78.4 24.9 439.5 284.5 297.4 110 
2000 41.4 236.7 0.0 34.1 12.9 29.0 20.9 82.6 202.1 157.9 171.6 177.0 97.2 
2001 7.4 0.0 0.0 43.1 52.2 27.9 124.1 136.9 107.3 227.1 121.3 101.1 79 
2002 38.7 80.3 0.0 1.3 24.6 42.7 57.8 69.5 59.8 242.4 212.6 121.9 79.3 
2003 TR 0.0 2.9 1.2 49.3 11.6 76.9 167.3 76.2 206.8 514.7 28.1 94.6 

  Source: Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) 

 
Region 

 
Males 

 
Females 

 
Total 

Population 

 
Population 

density 

 
Sex 
ratio 

Pondicherry 369428 365904 735332 2535 990 

Karaikal 84487 86304 170791 1060 1021 

Yanam 15893 15501 31394 1569 975 

Mahe 17153 19675 36828 4092 1147 

Total 486961 487384 974345 2029 1001 



 
Table 2.4  Monthly total Rainfall (mm) in Karaikal region 

 

Year JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC Ave 
1999 8.0 52.8 0.0 50.5 51.7 4.3 0.9 44.8 12.4 216.5 404.1 174.6 85.1 
2000 220.9 145.8 0.8 5.4 3.5 32.6 35.0 72.6 112.0 221.1 234.8 157.8 103.5 
2001 1.2 TR 0.0 24.7 70.3 35.6 86.1 33.6 135.5 289.7 330.7 389.6 116.4 
2002 45.1 295.5 0.2 0.0 12.2 68.5 89.5 22.0 31.0 272.4 368.0 99.1 108.6 
2003 11.9 0.7 0.3 6.4 46.7 153.7 90.2 126.2 91.2 80.4 491.4 49.9 95.8 

          Source: Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) 

 
2.2.2 Temperature & Humidity:  

 
The average temperature ranges from 24°C to 38°C during normal days in 

Pondicherry and Karaikal regions. In Yanam also similar temperature profile 

prevails. During summer, it may reach to a maximum of 41°C. 

 

Table 2.5 Average Temperature 

Item / Division Unit 2001-2002 2002-2003 

(A) TEMPERATURE 
Pondicherry Region 

(a) Mean Maximum C° 33.7 33.6 

(b) Mean minimum C° 24.1          24.1 

Karaikal Region 

(a) Mean Maximum C° 33.4 33.1 

(b) Mean minimum C° 24.4 24.6 

Yanam Region 

(a) Mean Maximum C° - 37.0 

(b) Mean minimum C° -          28.0  

Mahe Region 

(a) Mean Maximum C° - 32.0 

(b) Mean minimum C° - 14.0 

 



In view of the coastal location the relative humidity (R.H.) is generally 

high. It ranges from 50% to 75%. 

 
2.2.3 Winds:  

 
Winds are generally light to moderate in velocity during the summer and 

early southwest monsoon season. During southwest monsoon, winds are mostly 

from south to west. During the summer season, winds are Southwesterly or 

Westerly in the morning and Southerly or Southwesterly in the afternoons. In 

October and January winds are varied in direction.  

 
2.2.4 Cyclones and Depressions:  

 

Being coastal in location, the U.T. is prone to cyclones and depressions. In 

Pondicherry and Karaikal regions, cyclones occur mostly during November and 

December. 

 


